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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MESSAGE TO OCAM SUMMIT 

REF: LOME A-34, JUNE 1, 1972, LOME 607, APRIL 1972 

HAS DEPT CONSIDERED SENDING HIGH LEVEL MESSAGE TO OCAM CHIEFS 
OF STATE MEETING IN MAUTITIUS? WE RECALL THAT PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGE SENT TO SUMMIT LAST YEAR WAS VERY WARMLY RECEIVED 
( SECGEN FALILOU KANE HAS MENTIONED IT SEVERAL TIMES) AND 
THAT IT HELPED TO MINIMIZE FALLOUT IN OUR DIRECTION FROM 
ZAIRE WITHDRAWAL, ALLEGED BY SOME TO BE USG- INSPIRED. 
ANTICIPATED FRENCH NEGATIVE REACTION TO THE MESSAGE ( LOME 622 
APRIL 26, 1972) DID NOT MATERIALIZE. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
PRESIDENTIAL GESTURE WOULD BE APPRECIATED BY CHIEFS OF STATE 
MEMBER COUNTRIES, WHOSE FRIENDSHIP WE SOMETIMES FIND DIFFICULT 
TO REWARD AS CONCRETELY AS THEY WOULD LIKE. 
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